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Check out the doors, walls and halls of Irmo High School in 
celebration of Teen Read Week during the week of November 
14 - 18 (pages 8 & 9). 
 

 
Dave Riegel, Principal of Irmo High School 

Note from the Principal 
To promote communication between school and home, my office sends out a weekly 
parent email on Fridays.  The email will include weekly events, special recognition, and 
news around school. We hope you will find this information useful.  As always, you can 
email me directly with any questions or concerns you may have at  driegel@lexrich5.org 
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Friday, December 2, A Day:  Wrestling Tournament, 5pm/Gym; ICRC presents "Elf Jr. the Musical", 7:30pm CFA 
Saturday, December 3: SAT 7am; Varsity Wrestling PSC/ New Bee @Irmo, 8am - 5pm/Gym, JV Girls / B-Team 
Boys/ JV Boys Basketball vs Chapin @ Away, 12pm; Varsity Basketball vs Chapin @ Away, 5pm 
Monday, December 5, B Day: Anti-Bullying Campaign (12/5 - 12/9); Interims distributed during Advisory;  
College Visit Mary Baldwin University, Noon/Rm 150; D5 - 360 Literacy, 3:40pm; Irmo Advantage, 4pm;  
Irmo Advantage, 4pm; Irmo Band Concert, 7pm/CFA 
Tuesday, December 6, A Day: Sophomore Class Meeting, Advisory; 360 Literacy, 3:40pm; Orchestra Winter 
Concert, 7pm/CFA  
Wednesday, December 7 , B Day:  Virtual School Final Exams for Fall 2016 session, 8am - 10am/Computer 
Lab; Teen Talk Lunches; 360 Literacy, 3:40pm; JV Girls / B-Team Boys/ JV Boys Basketball vs Ridge View @ Home, 
5:30pm; Varsity Wrestling Tri Meet @ Lugoff HS, 6pm 
Thursday, December 8, A Day: 4th Annual Goodwill Brunch, 10am - Noon/CFA; Alive@25, 4pm, Rm 153; 
Irmo Advantage, 4pm; Varsity Basketball vs Newberry @ Home, 6pm; IMS Chorus Concert, 7pm/CFA 
Friday, December 8, B Day: Varsity Wrestling Silver Fox @ Dutch Fork HS, 6pm  
Saturday, December 9: ACT @IHS 7am; Varsity Wrestling Silver Fox @ Dutch Fork HS, 8am - 5pm; JV Girls / 
B-Team Boys/ JV Boys Basketball vs Chapin @ Home; Varsity Basketball vs Chapin @ Home, 5pm 

 

                   Irmo High School Attendance Procedures 
To minimize classroom disruption, please make sure you pre-arrange dismissals by 
submitting a dismissal request to the Attendance Office up to 24 hours in advance. 

                        Dismissal request forms can be found on the IHS website. 
 

Please contact us if your student is out sick and not attending school for the day. Also provide the 
attendance office with a written excuse as soon as the student returns to school. Please provide a note 
from the doctor or dentist if it is a medical reason for the absence/tardy 
 
Students should be on time every day to minimize classroom interruptions. A detention will be assigned if 
your student is late to school without a parent signing them in or a note with a parent signature. 
 
There are no dismissals after 3:15pm.  Parents picking up students after 3:15pm will have to wait for the 
3:40pm school dismissal. 
 

Please contact the Attendance Office Staff with any questions, 476-3004. 
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      360 Literacy Program (A Four Year Graduation Initiative) 

 
This program is a Lexington/Richland Five program that will serve 100 plus students targeted as at - risk of not 
graduating on time with their four year cohort. It is an intensive intervention for current Irmo High School students 
and rising 9th graders from feeder schools. 360 Literacy aims to assist with academic  remediation through a variety 
of individualized strategies to facilitate on time completion of high school diploma requirements. The project provides 
year round academic, emotional and behavioral support for students to embrace success at all levels by addressing 
factors  significantly correlated with drop - out rates. Program components include: academic enrichment, carnegie 
unit courses, credit recovery, adult/family literacy, and family literacy services.  
For more details contact, Dr. Kathie Greer, Director of Adult Education, 476-8229 

 
Irmo High Hall Of Fame 
Irmo High School and the Irmo High Foundation are taking Nominations for the first Hall of Fame Class. Nominees 
may be graduates or former faculty/staff of Irmo High.  Alumni must have graduated five years or more ago, and staff 
members must have retired/resigned at least five years ago.  Nominees should have made a significant contribution 
to their community, state, or country during their career or after leaving Irmo High School.  Inductees will be selected 
by the Irmo High Educational Foundation Board and will be honored during a ceremony in April, 2017 at the school. 
Nominations must be received by January 3, 2017 and addressed to Brad Crandall, President of Irmo High 
Foundation, ℅  IHS 6671 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29212.  

 
Coach Tim Whipple, A Member of the 700 Club! 
All of us at IHS want to congratulate our own Tim Whipple on his 700th win, which he earned Wednesday night vs. 
Newberry,  These 700 wins represent a long career of continued excellence over time. The most impressive aspect 
of Coach Whipple's legacy is his presence as a role model and communicator. His players and colleagues respect 
him tremendously and appreciate all that he does.  Coach Whipple, we are proud of you and wish you the best of 
luck for the remainder of the season! 

.   
Photo from State Newspaper 
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Seniors / Available Scholarships!  
 
Scholarships available for students can be accessed via the below link or by going to the IHS 
website. 
http://www.lexrich5.org/Page/5118  
 
For additional information contact Ruschell Pearson, School Counseling Office (476-3005) 

 
  
IHS Exam Schedule 
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                          Literacy Spotlight#5 
  

Reading Books in a Series 
Writing Standard 3 : Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective techniques, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

                                             Writing Standard 6 :  Write independently, legibly, and routinely for a variety of tasks,  
                                             purposes, and audiences over short and extended time frames. 
 
For students to be successful writers, the first step is for them to believe they are writers. That means they need to                      
believe they have something to say that other people would be interested in hearing. To do that, it’s easiest for                    
students to write from what they know, and for secondary students, that’s what’s happening in their own lives (Van                   
Sluys, 2011).  Students also need an authentic purpose and audience for their writing 
So what can you do at home to help your student learn to value their voice as a writer? How can you give them an                         
authentic purpose and audience? Try keeping a family memory journal. Get a blank journal and keep it somewhere                  
easily accessible for everyone in your family (maybe the coffee table, by the computer, or in a special drawer in the                     
kitchen). Make sure all family members know anyone in the family is allowed to write in it. Whenever something                   
happens that someone wants to remember, they can pull out the journal and write it down. It could be something                    
funny--remember that time Mom forgot she put toast in the oven and no one realized until the smoke alarm was going                     
off and we had to go out for pizza because the whole house smelled like burnt bread? Or perhaps something                    
sweet--remember when my sister helped me clean my room and fold the laundry so I could finish in time to go to my                       
friend’s birthday party? 
Have one night a year where you sit together as a family and read aloud everyone’s entries. Perhaps you could take it                      
with you on vacation and read a few every night after dinner. Or read some in the airport during a layover. Maybe                      
read a few on people’s birthdays. Recording and sharing these written stories will help everyone in your family                  
develop their own identity as a writer and provide you with great family memories for years to come. (It’ll also come                     
in handy when you need a great story for a toast at a graduation party or wedding down the line!) 

 

Irmo High School Educational Foundation Favors 
Congratulations to the teachers who received a grant this year!  

  
Brennan Davis- Using Critical Theory in English 4 
Joe Cunningham- David And Goliath for Business courses 
Andrea Weigel- Organic Chemistry glassware set 
William Faulk-Car repair project (funded at a higher level than requested!)  
Diane Padula- SmartBacc institutional license  
 
We are so fortunate to have a great Irmo Foundation that is active and focused on supporting educational 
excellence. They were very impressed by all of the requests and were able to fund nearly all of them. 
Thank you Irmo Foundation!  
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Irmo High Holiday Efforts 
 
IHS Civinettes recently raised over $500 ($530.50) in a pecan sale fundraiser throughout local Citivan Club! 
These young ladies deserve a huge recognition for their efforts!  Monies raised goes to the National Civitan 
Organization who sponsors cancer research.  
 
The    Interact Club members are purchasing and wrapping presents for students in need as designated by 
our Social Worker.  Their “Holiday Wrap” party is Dec. 5th in the Media Center. 
The Interact Club will also have a "Winter Wishes" box in the vestibule of the media center to collect gently 
used winter items (coats, hats, scarves, gloves, socks, etc.) for Irmo’s  Angel's Closet. The box will be 
available for donations from  December 5th through January 30.  Contact: Diane Padula,  dpadula@lexrich.org 
 
Student Council working to assist Ronald McDonald House Charities 
IHS Student Council is soliciting contributions to help kids in need.  Student Council has partnered with the 
Ronald McDonald House Charities to help sick kids and their families have a yummy afternoon snack.  We 
are collecting peanut butter, jelly, cake and cookie mixes during the week of  December 5 - 9.   We will be 
collecting items during all lunches or you may drop off your donation in the main office.  Please help us to 
put a smile on a sick child's face!  Contact: Carolyn Diaz,  cdiaz@lexrich5.org 
 
Members of Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) are asking you, or your organization, club, or 
business to purchase a gift for one of our less fortunate students or one of their family members. All our 
families have been identified by our school Social Worker. This year, there is a greater need than ever to help 
our less fortunate students at Irmo High School. FBLA Members have decorated holiday trees to help our 
students and their families.  If you are interested in lending a hand this holiday season, please drop off your 
item/s or monetary donations to the Main Office.  Items needed are basic necessities such as socks, shoes 
shirts, and gloves.   We would like to have all gifts by December 9th.  Contact: Carolyn Searles, 
csearles@lexrich5.org 
 
USMC Reserves is sponsoring their annual “Toys for Tots”.  IHS has a donation box in each of the main 
offices.  Toys range in ages from 3 months to 16.  Is is run by the USMC Reserves. Contact: Sabina Marshall, 
smarshal@lexrich5.org 
 

                                                         Happy Holidays To You And Your Family!           
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                                IHS Students Making Their Own Guitars! 

 

 
 
Ms. Marcou's guitar students have been learning and talking about the history of the cigar box 
slide guitar. They are now putting their know how together and building their own cigar box 
guitars......with a little help of Irmo's biggest guitar enthusiasts, Principal Riegel and German 
Teacher, Mr. Buerstner. 
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Teen Read Week Held Nov 14-18 
The response for our Teen Read Week door decorating challenge was fantastic. All the door decorations are unique and so 
fitting with our theme this year. Teachers and staff decorated over 70 doors, plus teachers displayed student work all over 
school. Thank-you for taking the time to give our students a visual reminder that reading for the fun of it has many benefits. 
IHS is the best!  Here are some of the doors decorated……….. 
 

 

 

 
 

Great competition…….. 
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                                Student Visual Arts Showcase!  

 
   Drawings * Painting * Ceramics * Sculpture * Mixed Media * Stain  Glass * Photography * Digital Art 
 

 
Celebrating the young artists of Irmo High School on the Gallery on Main in the 

Center for the  Arts 
 
                     The Gallery on Main will be open to the public on the night of the  
                               Gold Carpet Gala, Friday, January 22 at 6pm 
  
 
 
The exhibition will be on display between January 3 and January 30, 2016 
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      To Our Irmo High School Parents   
The IHS PTSO Hospitality Committee needs your help with our holiday event for the faculty and staff.  We 
plan to provide homemade cookies, cupcakes, candies, brownies, and more for teachers and staff. Parents 
we will need “A LOT” of treats, and are kindly asking for your help.  
 
“Cookie Walk” 
What: Cookies, brownies, cupcakes, petit fours, candies, cakes, holiday nuts, etc…. 
Drop-Off: Irmo High School Main Office 
When: Wednesday, December 7th by 12:00pm 
 
Please respond to Betsy Bryant at  803-422-6696 to confirm what you will bring. 
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Please bring items in a disposable dish/tray 
2. If you need your container back, please put your name on it & we'll return it to the Main Office for you to pick up on  
    that following Thursday 
3. We can not heat items 
 

               Thank you for helping to make IHS faculty and staff feel special ! 

 

 
                                                Last year’s Cookie Walk     
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